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Abuse suspect battled mental illness 


Man charged in pit bull killing 
spiraled into chaos, friends say 


By SUSANNAH BRYAN 
Staff writer 


OAKTON, Va. — As a 
child growing up in Virgin- 
ia, Brendan Evans was a 
gifted student, both quiet 
and athletic. He lived in a 
million-dollar home in a 
picturesque town outside 
Washington, D.C. He loved 


the family’s dog and three 
cats. 

Although he was some- 
thing of a loner, no one, it 
seems, thought Evans was 
capable of the horrors as- 
cribed to him now. 

Today, Evans, 31, sits in 
the Broward County Jail, 
accused of stabbing a pit 
bull named Ollie more than 


50 times and leav- 
ing the dog to die in 
a suitcase on a 
street in Holly- 
wood. 

When police 
searched his home, 
they found muti- 
lated animals in the 
freezer and knives 
covered with dried blood, a 
police report says. 

They also found notes 
that made reference to 
demons, including one that 
stated: “Make the entire pit 


Evans 


bull investigation 
go away. Return all 
curses placed on 
Brendan to their 
sender. Give Bren- 
dan peace of mind.” 

The ghastly dis- 
covery, spread on 
social media, ap- 
palled animal 
lovers nationwide. Few 
knew the untold story — 
that Evans had plunged 
from an ordinary, comfort- 
able childhood into years of 
drug use, sporadic crime 


and severe mental illness, 
according to friends, ac- 
quaintances and his attor- 
ney. 

“Brendan’s psychiatric 
disease is a heavy burden 
that he and his family have 
privately suffered for over a 
decade,” said Sarah Anne 
Mourer, his Boca Raton at- 
torney. 

Evans’ plight would have 
seemed unfathomable dur- 
ing his boyhood in Oakton, 
Va., a suburb of 35,000 peo- 
ple about 20 miles west of 


Washington, D.C. 

He grew up in a five-bed- 
room, two-story, gray Co- 
lonial home now valued at 
more than $1 million. His 
siblings, an older brother 
and younger sister, ulti- 
mately became attorneys. 

His father, Owen James 
Evans, worked for the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund be- 
fore his death in 1999. His 
mother, Pat Stack, worked 
as an attorney in Washing- 
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Investors 
wait for 
outcome 
of SEC 
complaint 


By DAVID LYONS 
Staff writer 


From all around South Florida, 
hundreds of investors, financial 
advisers and estate trustees 
thought the returns offered by the 
Woodbridge group of real estate 
companies were too good to pass 
up. 
The pitch: Lend money to 
Woodbridge companies to help 
buy or develop real estate, and 
receive returns of anywhere from 
5 percent to 10 percent. At first, 
payouts rolled in like clockwork. 
And the company drew favorable 
media attention when founder 
Robert Shapiro acquired the ven- 
erable Owlwood Estate in Los 
Angeles, once home to Tony Cur- 
tis and Sonny and Cher. 

But shortly after Thanksgiving, 
the Southern California-based 
real estate group, which got its 
start in Boca Raton, filed for 
Chapter 1 bankruptcy protection 
in Delaware. Just before Christ- 
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North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un talks peace 


His speech was the most prom- 
ising overture from North Korea 
to South Korea since President 
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Joseph ‘Skinny Joey’ Merlino 
faces organized crime charges. 


Reputed 
mob boss 
from Boca 
faces trial 


By PAULA MCMAHON 
Staff writer 


Reputed Mafia boss Joseph 
“Skinny Joey” Merlino has sur- 
vived more than 25 attempts on 
his life and been cleared of the 
most serious charges — three 
murder raps — leveled against 
him over the years. 

When the flamboyant Phila- 
delphia native, who now lives in 
Boca Raton, goes on trial this 
month, he hopes to beat the feds 
as they try to put him back in 
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Families perish 
in plane crash 


Nine members of two 
families — one from 
Belleair, Florida, near 
Clearwater, and one from 
Scarsdale, near New York 
City — were killed when 


Donald Trump took office. 2A their charter airplane 

: i crashed after takeoff 
Protests continue in Iran = Sunday in Costa Rica. All 
Demonstrators tried to overrun JIM RASSOL/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 12 people on board lost 
military bases and police sta- Over 2,000 people filled the Mizner Park Amphitheater in Boca Raton for a free mass yoga class their lives. 3A 


tions as unrest increased. 2A hosted by yoga teacher Leslie Glickman on Monday. The event also included a marketplace. 
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